ER to
'ERED Prayer

Why doesn’t God intervene and answer your prayers? How
can you be SURE of geiting an answer? Do you know the

As Gob gone “way off” some-
where? Why do the polished
prayers of the preachers and

politicians seem so empty and futile?
Why don't they get RESULTS?

The fundamental reascn why the
prayers of most people — yes, even
ministers — are noi being answered
today, is that they do not really &now
the true God. They thiok of Ged as a
sort of vague, far-off, indefinable some-
thing. They kaow not the trze God who
is the active, law-giving RULER of the
universe. They seem to forget that God
reveals Himself in His Word, the Bible,
and that He shows us the £ind of God
He is — that God informs us bow we
should osEy Him, and what He has
PROMISED to do for us.

Believe the Bible

Can we take God's Word literally?
Does God mean what He says in it?

Jesus thought so, He said, “Thy word
is TrUTH” (John 17:17). The apostles
constantly taught and acted as if God’s
word wete [iterally true,

W ko is right? Are you going to fol-
low the differing ideas of men, or do
you want to obey Jesus and live by
every word of God? (Matt. 4:4.)

Te get RESULTS in your prayers, you
should believe in the God of the Bible,
Believe His Word is truzh. And be will-
ing to acz on God's Word and His
commands.

Free yourself from the hidebound tra-
ditions of this confused world and its
“churchianity.” Seek the trus God in
prayer. Study God's Word to find cut
His commandments and His ptomises,
Then, take God at His word!

The Bible reveals sevenm basic condi-
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SEVEN conditions God has set?

by Rederick C. Meredith

tions which you sho_uld fulfill to be cer-
tain of answered prayers.
What are they?

Seek God’s Will

In James 4:1-4, the apostle showed
that the children of this world — fight-
ing and warring as they do — fail to
receive help because they often neglect
to ask God’s help. And when they dg, it
is only to ask for their own selfish ends.
To ask relfishly is to “ask amiss.” You
can expect 7o answer to such a prayer.

To get an answer, follow Jesus
example when He said, “I seek nof
mine own will, bus the will of the
Father which hath sent me” (John
5:30). But can you know God's will?
“Wherefore be ye not unwise, but
understanding what the will of the
Lord is” {Eph. 5:17).

Stupy God's Word as Panl com-
manded Timothy (II Tim. 2:15). Then
you will begin to think more as God
thinks. You will come to Anow what
God’s will is in every circumstance. If
you believe and know that God is Jove,
that His will is for our good, then you
will want to pray according to God’s
will.

You need not always have a specific
promise in the Bible to know that some-
thing is God’s will. Through experience
and guidance,. you will learn how to
apply the principles of God’s revealed
will to any situation which may arise.

The point is that you must pray
according to God's will to receive an
answer, “And this is the confidence that
we have in him, that, if we ask any
thing according to his will, he heareth
us: And if we know that he hear us,
whatsoever we ask, we Anow that we
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have the petitions that we desired of
him” (I John 5:14-15}. God’s Word
reveals that by fulfilling this condition
you KNow that God will answer your
prayers ! :

Asking according to God’s will is
the overall, fundamenial condition of
answered prayer. All cther conditions
could be grouped under this one
because they are the specific points of
God’s will in regard to prayer. The fol-
lowing six, together with and magnify-
ing this first condition, will ensure
ansiwered prayers.

Believe God

Most people do not realize that a lack
of faith is simply a disbelief that God
will keep His promises or back up His
Word. Have you ever thought of it that
way?

Ged has promised to heal His chil-
dren through the prayers of His min-
isters (James 5:14). If you dozbt this
promise, you are making God a /iar!

Real FAITH is not an emotional “feel-
ing” that you generate by thinking cer-
tain thoughts over and over. You don’t
“talk yourself into,” or “think yourself
into” real, believing faith. Godly faith
is simply your willingness — through
God’s help — to quietly, patiently truss
God to perform His Word. Abraham
had that kind of faith. The Apostle Paul
wrote of him: “He staggered not at the
promise of God through unbelief; but
was strong In faith, giving glory to
God; And being fully persuaded that,
what he had promised, he was able also
to perform” (Rom. 4:20-21).

Abraham relied completely on God
to pecform His promises. Do you?

If you fack real faith, ask God to
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give it to you. Faith is one of the gifas
of God’s Holy Spirit.

James was inspired to write that a
man muit have faith to receive answers
to his prayers (James 1:5-7). A man
who wavers will not receive an answer.
“For let not zhat man think that he
shall receive any thing of the Lord”
(verse 7).

God has made hundreds of promises
in His Word which we can claim. Heal-
ing is just one of them. When you are
sick, do you obey God’s command to
“call for the elders of the church”?

Do you completely TRUST God to
keep His promise to feal, although con-
sulting a doctor for help and advice as
to what physical law you are breaking?
If you really believe God will heal, then
frust Him to do it! Faith withoat works
is dead (James 2:20). To have
answered prayers, you must have faith
— and yeu must 4¢f on that faith!

Be Fervent

it is common in our day for parents to
teach their children memorized prayers.
The father often mumbles a hurried,
routine prayer of thanks at the table.
"The minjster either reads or recites from
memory an eloquent prayer which
somnds very impressive.

But is God impressed?

The “fruits” show that God rarely
hears such prayers, for they are usually
not answered,

This is so because people don’t put
their hearir into their prayers (Hosea
7:14). They don’t “cry out” to Ged
with their whole being as the ancient
prophets did — and as Christ did when
He prayed. '

On the evening before His crucifix-
ion, Jesus needed strength from God
for the coming ordeal. He needed to get
really close to God, He kneit down and
began to pray that God's will, not His
own, would be done. “And being in
an agony he prayed more earneitly: and
his sweat was as it were great drops of
blood falling down to the ground”
(Luke 22:44). He prayed earmestly -
with all His heart.

In James 5:16, we read, “The effec-
tual FERVENT prayet of a righteous man
availeth much” We have to pray fer-

vently, earnestly, zealonsly, if we expect
God to hear.

Put your whole hbeart into your
prayets |

Fear and Humility

Modern man has a cocksure, self-
suficient attitude and thinks he can get
along fine without God. He neither
fears God nor respects God’s Word zs
an anftbority in his life. He Is vain, ego-
tistical, self-important.

Is it a wonder that God fails to
answer the prayers of such men?

The very first prerequisite to a
knowledge of God is to fear Him and
respect His Word., “The fear of the
Lord is the beginning of wisdom”
(Psalm 111:10).

Carnal man needs to realize that he is
only dust and shall return to the dust
unless and until he receives the Spirit of
God, which is the begesttal to eternal
life. Eternal life is a gift from God
(Rom. 6:23), not something we already
have. “For what is your life? It is even
a vapour, that appeareth for a little
time, and then vanisheth away” (James
4:14).

We need to fear God, realizing that
our lives are in His hands. We should
be humble, realizing that any gifts or
talents we may have are ours becawre
God gave them to us,

When we czn approach our Creator
in that attitude — respecting His power
and authority over our lives — then He
will hear our prayers.

When Christ was in the human flesh,
even He feared God as we should.
“Who in the days of his flesh, when he
had offered up prayers and supplications
with strong crying and tears unto him
that was able tc save him from death,

-and was heard in that be feared” {Heb.

5:7). When we fully realize our own
belplessness, then we will cry out to
God as we should.

Peter wrote “be clothed with Aumil-
ity: for God resisteth the proud, and
giveth grace to the humble” (T Peter
3:3).

The attitude of hamility and godly
fear is vital in. prayer, and at 4/l times.

Be Persistent

In Luke 18:1-8, Jesus spoke a parable
to teach us that we should always pray,

and never give up hope. He showed
that even an unrighteous judge would
finally hear the pleas of a widow who
kept coming to him. So we should keep
praying to God, even thouwgh He
doesi’t answer right dway.

God has made many promises in His
Word. But He has nowhkere said that
He will perform them at the #ime, or in
the way that we cheose. Sometimes it is
very good for #s not to have our prayers
answered immediately. God is building
patient faith into our characters.

James was inspited to write, “the try-
ing of your faith worketh patience”
(James 1:3). If God doesn’t answer
your prayers immediately, exercise
patience and keep praying until He does
answer.

Don’t nag at God. He has supreme
wisdom to know when and how would
be best to answer your prayers. But if
you have prayed as you should, He
wiLl answer. God always keeps His
promises! So be persistent. Keep pray-
ing in faith, and Ged is bownd to per-
form His part.

Obedience

A sixth condition of answered prayer
is one which is neglected and violated
consistently by most professing “Chris-
tians.” This hinges directly on the
before-mentioned fact that very few
people today really know the true God.
People do not lock to God as the
AUTHORITY in their lives. Instead, they
make 2 “god” out of this world’s soci-
ety and its customs, traditions, and reli-
gious practices.

God inspired Paul to write, “Know
ye not, that to whom ye yield your-
selves servants to obey, his scrvants ye
are to whom ye obey” (Rom. ¢:16). If
you cbey the ways of sin practiced in
this world, you are putting this society
and its pagan customs iz place of the
trive God!

God wants more than “lip service.”
He requires OBEDIENCE !

If you haven’t learned to fear the true
God and accept His word as the awsbor-
ity in your life, then you don’t even
really énow God. “He that saith, 1
know him, and keepeth not his com-
mandments, is a far, and the truth -is
not in him” {I John 2:4).

How can men persistently refuse to



keep God's commandments, and then
expect Him to answer their prayers?
Peter answers, “For the eyes of the Lord
are over the righteous, and his ears are
open unto their prayers: but the face of
the Lord is against them that do evil”
(I Peter 3:12).

Sin is simply breaking God’s Law
(I John 3:4). God will not hear the
prayers of those who persist in sin — in
evil. If people would obey God, they
would get amswers when they pray.
Then God woulda't seem so far away,
so unreal — as He probably does to
most of yox! Think it over. Then do
something about i,

Does God ever hear the prayers of
the unconverted? Yes, He does. God
himself has blinded the eyes of many to
the truth at this time (Rom. 11:7-8). It
is His vrerponsibility that they domt
know the truth yet. So God does some-
times hear and answer the prayers of
those who obey as far as they know.

The lepers and cripples who came to
Jesus to be healed didn’t know all of
God’s truth., But they did reelize that
Jesus was sent from God and could
heal. And rthey acted on what they
krnew, _

So it is a matter of your beart or atsi-
“tade. If you come to God in a humble,
repentant spirit and are determined to
chey Him fto the best of your knowi-
edge, He will hear your prayers. But
this is no excase for anyone who knows
the truth to disobey God!

True Christians can have a special
confidence that God will answer their
prayers if they are OBEDIENT. “And
whatsoever we ask, we receive of him,
because we keep his commandments,
and do those things that are pleasing in
his sight” (I John 3:22).

If you want to know how to
become a true Christian, request our
free reprints “What is .a Real Chris-
tian ¢’ “What is Real Repentance?” and
“Why Does God Hide Himself 7

Use Christ’s Name

The seventh condition of answered
prayer is the correct use of Christ’s
name. This is a greatly misunderstood
subject, and the use of Christ's name is
often abused.

After Jesus had been with His dis-
ciples for over three years, and had
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taught them God’s will and how to
obey it, He said, “Whatscever ye shall
ask the Father in my name, he will give
it you. Hitherto have ye asked nothing
in my name: ask, and ye shall receive,
that your joy may be full” (Joha 16:23-
24). These verses give us the privilege
of employing Christ’s name — asking
by His authority — when we pray to
God, But most people misunderstand
how we can ask “in Jesus’ name.”

When our government sends an
Ambassador to anether country, he is
given authority to carry out certain busi-
ness in the mame of the United States
Government. He can act /1 the name of
cur government because it has conferred
on him the authority as its chosen repre-
sentative to carry on certain business on
its behalf. His authority is limited to do
only what the government has specifi-
cally autherized him. If he exceeds his
delegated authority, his actions are na//
and woid and will #et be backed up by
this government.

That is the way we are to ask things
“in Jesus’ name.”" Christ has given His
ministers the duty of performing certain
functions in His name — or by His
anthority. We can rightfully ask for
things “in Jesus’ name” oanly when we
know that it is His will — that His
authority stands back of it

Those who abide in Christ and are
God’s children have the privilege of
praying in Christ’s name. Jesus
explained, “If ye abide in me, and my
words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye
will, and it shall be done unto you”
{John 15:7),

Just rattling off the words “in Jesus’
name” to a prayer that is contrary to
God's will and Christ’s will is of #o
avail whatsoever.

Yes, Jesus' words must abide in you.
You must ask according to His Will,
You must abide in Him — belong fo
Him. “Now if any man have nst the
Spirit of Christ, he is none of his”
(Rom. 8:9). And God gives His Holy
Spirit to them that oBEY Him (Acts
5:32).

So to pray in Jesus’ name, you must
at the same time be yielding to His will
to the best of your knowledge. “In
Jesus’ name” means &y Hir authority.
You are praying through Him as your
High Priest (Heb. 4:14-16).
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Christ — our High Priest — was
tempted in all points like we are {verse
15). He understands our weaknesses. It
i1s His revealed will to give us of His
Spirit (Luke 11:13) and ¢o help us live
2 more abundant life (John 10:10),
You need to stwdy God's Word to
know the principles of His will, that
you may ask by His authority,

Praying in Jesus’ name is a great
privilege. Use Jesus’ name correctly, and
your prayers will be answered because
of the authorty conferred through Him,

Action Will Follow

If you faithfully conform to these
seven conditions of annwered prayer —
with God’s help, you may then have
absolute confidence that God will hear
and answer your prayers. You will be
changing, growing closer to God each
day, You will be actively seeking and
doing His will.

This intimate contact with the Cre-
ator of Heaven and Earth will give you a
peace of mind and quiet confidence that
nothing can destroy. But your con-
fidence will not be in self, but in the
greatest POWER there is. In every trial
and problem, you have the right to call
on the Supreme Power — the active, liv-
ing God who reveals Himself in the
Bible.

God has inspired an example of how
He heard and answered even the pray-
ers of an unconverted man becawse that
man was in a ight spirit, and had
obeyed what he knew. In II Kings
20:1-11, we read the account of how
king Hezekiah was about to die and
sought God’s deliverance.

God’s own prophet, Tsaiah, had told
Hezekiah that he would die. But Heze-
kiah knew that God was an all-merciful
God, and that he had obeyed God the
best he knew how and could..

So Hezekiah “wept sore” and besought'
God’s intervention {verse 3). He put
his beart in his prayer!”

In spite of the fact that He had pre-
viously told Isaiah that Hezekiah would
die, God heard and amrwered Heze-
kiah’s fervent prayer! He added fifteen
years to Hezekiah's life!

What a resulf of prayer!

But was that 2li?

No indeed, Hezekizh did not doudt
God’s power to intervene and act as this
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- wortld does. He made a farther request
that God would give him 2 special sign
that he would be healed (verse 8).
God’s servant, Isaiah, gave Hezekizh
the choice of the sign — the shadow
would either go forward ten degress, or
backward ten degrees. Hezekizh said it
would be harder for the shadow to go
backward ten degrees, “And Isaiah the
prophet cried unto the Lord: and ke

brought the shadow len degrees back-
ward” (verse 11).

Because of Hezekiah’s faith, obe-
dience, -and fervent prayess, God
Almighty not oaly hesled him and
added fifteen years to his life, but He
acinally cawsed the sun — from an
onlooker's poini of view — o reverse
itself in the heavens!

This was nof an “optical illusion.”

God’'s miracles are reqf! “For with God
NOTHING SHALL BE IMPOSSIBLE” (Luke
1:37).

If you believe that God’s Word ir
truth, this should inspire you to pray as
never before! Pray for God’s Work, for
God’s servants, for His people every-
where. Ask in faith for your own needs.
Rely on God in every trouble. He is a
God of power! O

Why arent your prayers ANSWERED? Do you know HOW
to pray? Here are facts you need to understand!

HEN you ate sick or in

T\; %/ trouble, you may pray about

‘ it. But do you have the
faith and the understanding to leave it
completely in God’s hands -— to abso-
lutely know that He will deliver His
children from sickness and trials of
every kind? Very few people do.

When we don’t seem to have the
wisdom or the power to solve our
problems we often become frustrated
and unhappy. Some commit suicide!

We completely forge: and ignore the
fact that we have the right to call on
the Supreme Creator of heaven and
earth for help with all our problems.
The greatest wisdom and power in all
the universe will be with every one of
us — IF we will only do our part.

Jesus Christ set a perfect example

that we “should follow his steps” (1.

Peter 2:21). He lived a full and abun-
dant life — a life filled with lewe and
power from God. He knew how to keep
in contact with, and draw upon the
Supreme Power of the universe.

Christ the Example

Can you imagine Christ acting as if
God had “gone way off somewhere”?

Yet that is the exar: attitude dis-
played by most “Christians” of today.
Do they completely rely on God to heal
them when they are sick, to fescue them

by Roderick C. Meredith
PART I

from disaster, to bless them in material
as well as spiritual things? Of course
not. But the disciples saw that Christ,
unlike most people, actually expected
God to intervene and heal the sick, cast
out demons, and even to guiet a storm
on the sea. They, too, wanted that kind
of intimate contact with God.

By His fruits, they knew that Christ
understood the correct way to draw
close to the Eternal God, and to call
upon His power to help in every press-
ing situation.

That key, that correct way to call
upon God’s power, is something you
and I should be utilizing every day of
our lives! Its use can put new weaning
and power into our lives!

Bui this “key” has been incorrecily
employed by many people of maay dif-
ferent religions. Remember that Christ
is onr example. He knew how to use
this “key” perfectly. His way gess
resuits!

Christ Teaches How to Pray

In Luke 11:1-13, we zead that the
disciples came and asked Jesus /e way
to establish right contact with God.
“Lord, teach #s5 to pray” they asked.
People do not know Aow to pray until
they are properly taught. That, prob-
ably, is yowr trouble.

Then Christ gave them a iype or pat-

tern of a prayer that will get resulis.

Let us analyze this perfect example.
The prayer is addressed to “Our Father
which art in heaven.” When you pray,
think first of all of Ged as your Father.
Not yowr Father only, but “Oaur
Father.” Remember that there are others
who are trying to serve their Creator
and Spiritual Father, and that God loves
us all far more than a human father
would be capable of doing.

Moreover, He has power to help you
in ways that would be impossible for a
human father. Would your earthly
father let you rot away and die of dis-
ease if he could possibly help it? But
God can help it, and He has promised
to beal in 2 number of places including
Psalm 103:3 and James 53:14.

Claim God’s
pray, and always think of Him as your
Father.

«“Which art in heaven,” reminds us
that God is not an ordinary father, but
One who has all power and should be
worshipped. We must be humble and
reverent when we pray to the true God.

“Hallowed be thy name,” shows that
God’s name — and all that it stands for
— is to be held in reverence. God’s
name will someday be our name if we
overcome and are borr of God. THAT

promises wher you



NAME CARRIES AUTHORITY TC RULE. It
must always be respected.

What to Ask

“Thy kingdom come” is the Arst
request of this perfect prayer. First of
all we should learn to pray for Ged's
kingdom — God’s government —
God’s RULE — to come on this earth.
How many so-called “Christians” really
want God to rale their lives? Most
carnal-minded men use every imaginable
device to hide their cyes from the fact
that God is Swpreme Ruler, Christians
should pray that God will rule 1his
earth. Only His rule will bring about
the peace and happiness that this world
is striving in wain to achieve (Isa. 11).

“Thy will be done, as in heaven, so
in earth,” teaches us to surrender our
vilis to Ged as we pray — to acknowl-
edge His Rule — His  Authority.
Remember that God knows what i best.
You need to stwdy God’s Word so that
you will learn the principles of God’s
will — and can pray accordingly.

Paul wrote in Ephesians 3:17,
“Wherefore be ye not unwise, but
understanding what the will of #he
Lord is.”

Drink in of God’s Word so that you
will begin to think as God thinks, and
to have God’s will made a part of your
very character. “Let this mind be in you,
which was also in Christ Jesus” (Phil.
2:5). Then you will automatically pray
according to God's will, as revealed in
the Bible, and your prayers will be
answered.

“Give us day by day our daily bread”
certainly shows that God desires that we
ask for our material needs. But notice
that we are not to ask for great wealth,
but our darly bread. God has promised
to supply every need (Phil. 4:19). It is
God’s will that we prosper and be in
health (III John 2), but being made
wealthy might easily prove a stumbling
block to our faith. So remember Christ’s
example of asking for only our daily
bread — not necessarily the sustenance
for several years in advance.

Forgive Cthers — Resist Devil

“And forgive us cur sins; for we also
forgive every one that is indebted to
us.” You may ask Gods' forgiveness
only if you first forgive others. When
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you kneel before God in prayer, nevet
come before Him with feelings of bit-

terness, resentfulness, or hate. If you

cannot first rid yourself of these feel-
ings, ask God to clean yow xp and
replace the spirit of bate with His Spirit
of love. And love is charitable, and
patient with others.

It s a wonderful feeling to know
that you hate no man, but in your way,
however clumsily, are trying to show
love to everyone,

God kears and answers the prayers of
a man in this spirit,

“And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.” God himself
tempts no man {James 1:13). But He
does permit us to be tempted by Satan
and our own lusts. We should con-
stantly pray that He would not permit

©us to be brought into, or partake of, any

temptation — that He would give us
the spiritual power to master any wrong
desires.

“But deliver us from evil,” should be
translated, “but deliver us from the
Evil One {Satan].” The original Greek
means this and most commentaries give
this as the correct translation. Ask God
each day to give you the strength to
“resist the devil, and he will flee from
you” {James 4:7).

“Be rober, be vigilant; because your
adversary the devd, as a roaring lion,
walketh about seeking whom he may
devour” (I Peter 5:8). Satan the devil
will try his best to upset you day and

* night! Ask God for strength and faith.

Ask What You Need

Jesus continued teaching his disciples
(Luke 11:5-13) about prayer by giving
them a parable. It shows that if we are
really in dire need, as the man who had
an unexpected guest, we can he sure
that God will answer our prayer if we
throw ourselves completely on His
mercy.

The disciples were still unconverted,
because the Holy Spirit had not yet been
given. Jesus told them {verse 13), “If ye
then, being evil, know how to give
good gifts unto your children: Aow
much more shall your heavenly Father
give the Haly Spirit to them that ask
him?” God is more than willing to give
us of His Spirit!

Do you need wisdom, knowledge,
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faith, love? These are all gifir of the
Holy Spirit (I Cor. 12 and 13). As
God for these gifts. He is more willing
to give you these things than you are to
feed your own hungry child.

This is His will. So ask in FAITH!

Two Things to Avoid

During His “Sermon on the Mount,”
Cheist assumed (Matt. 6:5-8) that His
true followers would pray. He did not
say “If you pray,” but “whker thou pray-
est” He knew that anyone who was
truly serving Ged would be praying
often,

Are you?

He cautioned the disciples never to
pray “to be seen of men,” but to enter
into a closet or “secret place,” and there
commune with their Heavenly Father.
Christ taught that it was wrong to make
long prayers in front of others to “show
off” (Matt. 23:14). Preachers and
“deacons” who delight in this sort of
thing are disobeying God.

And have you ever heard certain
denominations repeat prayers over and
over again? Christ said, “But when ye
pray, wse not wvain repelitions, as the
heathen do: for they think that they
shall be heard for their much speaking”

(Matt. 6:7}.
Memorized prayers — including the
“Lord’s Prayer” — soon lose their

meaning and sincerity.

Nowhere in the entire New Testa-
ment is the “Lord’s Prayer” repeated.
The apostles didn’t repeat it over and
over again. Jesus gave it only as a pat-
tern or example after which we could
fashion s#r own prayers.

This world’s churches ate in error
when they practice repeating any prayer
over and over again each week. Avoid
this error. Aud try not to return thanks
in the same way at the table every meal,

When you pray, don’t just “rattle
off” so many words. Think about your
blessings, yeur needs, and pray from the
heart,

Don’t Be Ashamed

We should be careful not to pray “to
be seen of men” Bw! does this mean
that we should be overly secretive — as
if we were ashamed — when we pray?

Absolutely nos!

Many “babes in Christ” are faced
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with this problem. Some of you ate
afraid to pray as often as you should
becanse you are afraid other people will
Enow about it! Have no such fear!
Should the nearness of your wife, hus-
band, or children prevent you from
maintaining an intimate contact with
your Creator and God? Of couzse not!

In Luke 9:18 and 28, we find two
examples of where Christ — our perfect
example — prayed a short distance
from His disciples and they knew where
He was and what He was doing.

So don’t be ashamed if anyone knows
you are praying! Just be careful not to
pray “to be seen of men,” and try hard
to find a closet or “private place” where
you will not be disturbed.

When Jesus was staying at Peter’s
home with his disciples, “rising up 4
great while before day, he went out,
and departed into a solitary place, and
there prayed” {Mark 1:35),

You can be alone with God if you
will follow Christ's example and make
a way!

Position in Prayer

The Bible records many different
positions in prayer. But it lways shows
that in private, personal prayer, you
should &neel on both knees. It has
always been a custom to kneel on one
knee to a king or other ruler as a sign
of respect and esteem. But the Bible
always records that we should bow bosh
knees to God in reverence and worskip:

I Kings 8:54 and Ezra 9:5 show an
example of a very suitable position in
prayer. Notice that Solomon and Ezra
kneeled upon both knees and spread out
their hands — upward — toward God.
This is a position of humility and sup-
plication. You will come more nearly
praying fervently if you are in such a
position.

God may not answer “slecpytime
prayers” that you mumble to yourself in
bed just before dropping off to sleep. If
you want an answer, better GET OUT OF
THAT BED and kneel before your
Creator.

In public or at the dinner table, you
may pray either standing or seated —
whichever way you feel would honor
God most in each situation. In Matthew
14:19, Christ commanded the people to

sit down before He blessed the loaves
and fishes.

But in private He “kneeled down,
and prayed” (Luke 22:41). In your
personal  prayers, you should kneel
before God and pray fervently (James
5:16).

Concentrate your WHOLE BEING on
communing with the Creator of heaven
and earth — and your own loving spiti-
tual Father. A correct position in prayer
will help you do this.

How Often to Pray

In Acts 13:22, we read that David
was a man dfter God’s own heart, Read
some of the Psalms. Many of the
Psalms are simply David’s prayers. He
prayed to God in time of trouble, for
guidance, in thanksgiving. In ewvery cir-
cumstance David went to God in
prayer.

Dor’t think you are “bethering” God
by sharing your joys and your preblems
with Him. Talk to God often — in
every circumastance. That is undoubtedly
one of the main reasons that David was
a man after Ged's own heatt,

If- you want to be a child of Ged,
then “get acquainted” with your Heav-
enly Father. Talk to Him often. Share
your life with God. In Psalms 55:17,
David wrote, “Evening, and morning,
and at #oon, witl I pray, and cry aloud:
and he shall hear my voice.” David went
to God in prayer three times a day.

We read of God’s prophet Daniel
{Dan. 6:10), “ ..he kneeled upon his
knees three times a day, and prayed,
and gave thanks before his God, as he
did aforetime.” These examples are not
commands, but they certainly show that
to kneel in prayer three times a day Is a
good way to bring God inte our lives,

“He that hath an ear, les him bear”

The Apostle Paul was inspired to
write the Thessalonians (I Thes. 5:17),
“Pray without ceasing” This means
that we are never to discomtinue our
prayer life. It also — with many other
scriptures — shows that we should be
constantly in an attitude or spirit of
prayer. Talk to God as you go about
your work or play. Ask Him-to direct
your every thought and action.

When you seem to be losing your
temper, or when you are in doubt about
a certain course of action -—— stop and

think, “Would Jesus do that if He were
here today?” Ask God to show you, and
study your Bible so you wiil Arow what
God would have you do. Then ask God
for the wisdom, the faith, and the
power to rightly carry out what you
know is right.

This simple process will change your
life! Your life will then have more
meaning, and more real happiness, than
you have ever before experienced.

How Loag to Pray

Prayer should be one of the most
important and mos? enjoyable activities
of your life,

If you really love God as your Father,
you will want to spend a great deal of
time talking to Him.

Your spiritual food is obtained by
contact with God through Bible study
and prayer. Preparing and eating your
material feod takes at least two hours
each day. Iso't your “spiritual food”
even more important? Spend more time
acquiring tt,

Time is precious. Use your time
where it counts, It's better to miss a few
physical meals, better to fast once in a
while, than to get “too busy” to drink in
the spiritual things from God.

That is the very purpose of your life!

Sometimes you will need to spend a
long session with God. Christ prayed
all night before choosing His twelve
disciples.

When you have a tremendous deci-
sien to make, or when facing serious
trouble, remember that example. In such
a crisis, spend a lomg time in God's
presence. Pray with all your might. God
will hear. And it will be an experience
that you will never forget.

What to Pray

Do you have trouble knowing what
to pray about? First of all, “count your
blessings” and thank God for “every
good and every perfect gift” (James
1:17). How little most appreciate
God's boundless love!

Then stupy your Bible and find
what God's true servants prayed about.
Get your mind away from self once in a
while. Paul said to pray for the saints
and for himself — God’s servant (Eph.
¢:17-20). He wrote that he remem-
bered the Phitippian church in every



prayer (Phil. 1:4). Apply these prin-
ciples to God’s true ministers, His
Work, and His true churches of today.

Are you separated from other true
Christians but want to have a greater
part in helping them and God’s Work?
Then read Colossians 4:12, 13, Paul
describes one of his helpers, Epaphras,
as, “always labonring fervently for you
in prayers....”” This man’s LABOR was
in prayer! That was bis part in God's
Work that Paul referred to especially. It
can be YOUR PART as well! Paul said
{verse 13}, “For I bear him record that
he hath a great zEar for you....”

Do you have a zeal to help God’s
children? Do you get down on your
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knees every day and ask God to help
and direct them? Do you pray for God’s
ministers and His Work?

Your part in God’s great Work may
be contributing what you should in
tithes and offerings, and crying oxt to
God day and night to guide and protect
His servants. Mr. Armstrong and God’s
other true ministers are only human.
We have a job beyond our human
power to perform. We need your
prayers!

If you want to know how you can
give further assistance to this great
Work, then request our reprint article
“A Crusade For Sanity” and your free
subscription to ToMORROW’S WORLD —

.

2 magazine of Biblical understanding
published under the supervision of the
Graduate School of Theology of Ambas-
sador College.

Power in Prayer

When a crisis comes, when you are
sick or afflicced, xNow that God is a
God of power! You can tap the
supreme source of all POWER just by
getting down on your knees in a private
place and fervemily beseeching God 1o
intervene and help you.

Learn to eXrecT an answer. God
reveals Himself as a real God — a liv-
ing, acting God. Take God at His
word ! O



